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Assistant Commissioner for Patents o ::v 



Washington, D.C 20231 ^ ^ 



Sir: r 

In reply to the Office Action dated January 21, 2000, setting a shortened 
statutory period for response of three months in the above-cited case, please 
enter the following amendment. 

In the Claims 

Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

— 1. (Amended) A method for treating a subterranean formation comprising: 
providing an aqueous viscoelastic ^eating fluid having: 
an aqueous base fluid; and 7 

a non-ionic amine oxide sdrf actant gelling agent as the only 

gellmg agent emiwe4; 

injecting the aqueous viscoejastic surfactant treating fluid through a 
wellbore and into the subterranean formation; and 
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treating the subterranean formation tinder conditions effective to do 
so.— 



Please cancel claims 2 and 3 as redundant. 

Please amend claim 8, line 12, by deleting the phrase "easily removed". 

Please amend claims 9 as follows: 

«jt9. (Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising 

breaking the gel of the aqueous viscoelastic treating fluid by a 

mechanism selected from the group consisting of contact with a 



A 2^ ^ {dilution,] and contact with at least one^[reactive agent] reactive 

C/[y with the gel- 

—10. (Amended) An aqueoti6 viscoelastic treating fluid comprising: 



hydrocarbon, contact with alkoxylated alcohol solvents, 



6^7 



a non-ionic amine 7 oxide surfactant gelling agent in the absence of 
another gilling agent.A 



Please cancel claims lFand 12 as redundant. 
Finally, please amend claim 17 as follows: 



47. (Amended) An aqueous viscoelastic treating fluid comprising: 
an aqueous base fluid; and 
a non-ionic amine oxide surfactant galling agent having the formula: 



R-ff-O- (i) 



6^7 



where R is an alkyl or alkylamido group averaging from about 8 
to 24 carbon atoms and R' are independently alkyl groups 
averaging from about 1 to 6 carbon atoms, and 



